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CLOSI NG ARGAUMENTS BY MR. PASK
DECEMBER 10, 1997

L VOLUME 51
PROCEEDI NGS
9:02A 2
(Jury not present.)
THE COURT: Jan?
4
(Jury panel present.)
9:03A 5
THE COURT: Al right. You nmay be seated.
6
Good norning, ladies and gentlenen. In a mnute
7
| will read you the Charge for this stage of the trial, after
8
which the attorneys will give their summation. Again |'ve
9
gi ven each side 45 m nutes. The State has the right to open
10
and cl ose, and the defense will argue in the m ddl e.
11
Let nme tell you nowthat | believe this Charge
12
will be different than had been di scussed with you during the
13
course of jury selection, so please pay close attention. But
14
again, you will get a copy to take back to the jury roomwith
15
you. You will not be required to nenorize it, but I want to
16
point that out to you so if you hear sonething that sounds
17
different, you' |l understand.
18
The Charge of the Court reads as fol | ows:
19
(Jury Charge was read to the jury by the Court.)
9:11A 20
THE COURT: The State nay open.
9:12A 21
MR, PASK: During the jury sel ection phase of
22
the trial, we spoke to you, each and every one of you, for
23  approximately an hour-and-a-half. |'Il bet at sone tine

24  during this trial you were wondering how you ended up on this

25  jury.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOCOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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VOLUME 51

["I'l tell you right now you ended up on this
jury because you said that you could be fair to both sides.
You said that you wouldn't relish giving sonebody the death
penalty, but if they deserved it, you were the type of person
who coul d take pen in hand and sign your nane to a verdi ct
that would result in the death penalty bei ng assessed.

Now during this phase of the trial, the Judge
has gi ven you two special issues. |f you answer special issue
nunber 1 yes, the top issue on this board yes, and speci al
| ssue nunber 2 no, the defendant receives the death penalty.

I f you answer themin any other conbi nation,
then the defendant receives a life inprisonnent sentence in
the penitentiary.

Let's | ook at special issue nunber 1. "Do you
find fromthe evidence beyond a reasonabl e doubt that there is
a probability that the defendant would commt crimnal acts of
vi ol ence that would constitute a continuing threat to
soci ety?"

V¢ went over that question at |ength during the
jury sel ection phase of the trial, and each and every one of
you told us that the facts that you would | ook at, the facts
that you woul d think would be i nportant, woul d be the
defendant's past. | thinkit's a pretty good indicator

regarding a defendant's future perfornmance as to what his past

behavior i s. The best predictor of sonebody's future

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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performance i s their past behavior.

And what has this nman done right here? Well, we
know t hat in January of 1988, he was out at the Wndy's
parking | ot when the Shel by County Sheriff's Departnent
recei ved a di sturbance call. They arrived at the | ocation;
told this man to get out of his car. And what did this man
do? He took a big huff of paint, he shot themthe finger, and
then he took of f, right during rush hour, in Menphis,
Tennessee. And he led themon a wild, and he led themon a
dangerous chase. He ran red |ights. He disregarded stop
signs. He went the wong directionintraffic.

Finally he was penned in by the traffic and the
officers were able to get out and get in front of his vehicle,
and what did this man do? He hit the accel erator when he saw
an opening. The officer had to nove out of the way of this
man's car to avoid being hit.

And then, finally, he does runinto acivilian
vehi cl e, backs up, hits a squad car, and then clips anot her
vehi cl e on the way out.

MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT: Al right. Overruled.

Ladi es and gentl enen of the jury, you will
renenber the evidence as you heard it.

MR. PASK: He takes themback to the Wendy's.

DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RVR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923
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Does he just stop it right there; call it quits? No, he ups
the ante. The officers have to get out; break his w ndow,
open his door. They're pulling on his legs in order to get

hi mout of the car, and what does this man do? He reaches for
a clawhammer and wields it in a threatening and a dangerous
manner. That's what this man does when confronted by t he

pol i ce.
And he really learned a great | essen out there,

didn't he? Because just nine days later he's out at that sane
Vendy' s huffing paint.

This man is a violent individual and he turned
up the volune on that violence i n August of 1988. He's with
his wfe in an apartnent conplex in Menphis. Hs wfe calls
the police on a famly-violence case. The officers respond.
They get out there. H s wife says that he has been abusi ng
her. They separate the two individuals.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we'd object tothis
as bei ng outside the evidence.

THE COURT: CQverruled. Again, |adies and
gentl enen, you' |l remenber the evidence as you heard it.

MR. PASK: They separate the two i ndividual s.
They get Gregory Edward Wight out of his car, and one of the
officers, OFf. Quinn, is walking himback to O f. Qinn's
squad car. Wat does this man do right here? He turns on the

of ficer and col dcocks himright in the -- in the chops. Busts

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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1 hislip and chips his tooth.

2 And then the sane thing happened as happened at
3 the Wndy's. This tinme he's on foot. The officers are

4 pursuing him O f. Buck is chasing himas fast as he can,

5 even hits himw th a baton, but he doesn't go down. He

6 doesn't stop.

7 Finally, after sone | ength, this man right here

8 turns around and fights OFf. Buck, resisting every way that he
9 can. He breaks O f. Buck's hand.
9:18A 10 And then once the officers forcibly handcuff
11  him does he cooperate? Absolutely not. They have to drag
12 himback to the squad car.
13 That's really only the beginning of the violence
14 trip, though, because in February of 1989, he's noved on to
15 Nashville, and an officer with the Nashville Metro Police
16 Departnent sees himin afight, afistfight, wth another
17 individual. He stops. He pulls this man off the top of the
18 pile. He separates the two individuals. And what does he
19 hear? "He's got a knife."
20 He pulled his weapon. He | ooks over at
21 QGegory Edward Wight, and G egory Edward Wight is holding a
22 knife. The officer ains down on him He says, Drop that
23 knife.
24 Does Gregory Edward Wi ght respond? No. He

25 just keeps the knife right there at his side.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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"Drop the knife. Drop the knife." Finally, he
does.

In July of 1989, this manis still in Nashville,
Tennessee, and he's still commtting violent crines. This
time, alady calls 911; says, |'ve been raped.

The officers respond to the | ocation. She says
that she's been raped, and the three individuals who did it
are underneath the bridge, and the guy who raped her is
wearing red shorts and a red and white T-shirt.

The of ficer goes underneath the bridge. And
sure enough, who do they find? G egory Edward Wi ght.

He recei ves three years' confinenent inthe
penitentiary for the offense of aggravated assault.

And then we know a short time later he's
sentenced to one year in the penitentiary for escape.

In 1995, he's seen comng out of a crack house.
He's stopped, and he's arrested on a probation viol ation.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT: COverrul ed.

Agai n, | adies and gentl enen, you'll renenber the
evi dence as you heard it.

MR, PASK: Tine and tine again, inthis man's
past, he coomtted viol ent of fenses. He raped wonen. He

assaul t ed wonen.
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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1 MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
2 this as being outside the evidence.
3 THE COURT:  Overrul ed.
4 Agai n, you wi Il remenber the evidence as you
5 heardit.
6 MR. PASK: He raped wonen.
MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once agai n, we woul d
8 object --
9 MR. PASK: He raped a woman.
9:21A 10 MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once agai n we obj ect

11 to this as being outside the evidence.

12 THE COURT:  Overrul ed.
13 MR. PASK: He raped a woman.
14 MR. BRAUCHLE: May we have a conti nui ng

15  objection?

16 THE COURT:  You nay.

17 MR. PASK: He assaulted wonen. He engaged t he
18 police in conbat.

19 Just based on those facts al one, you know he's a
20 dangerous and he's a viol ent individual. But you al so said

21 duri ng the jury-sel ection phase of the trial that the facts of
22 the offense would be very inportant to you al so i n deternining
23 whether or not he's going to be a future danger to society,

24 and how nuch nore brutal could facts of an offense be than the

25  facts of this offense that you heard during this trial?
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RWMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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What was happeni ng before this of fense occurred?
G egory Edward Wight was living in a shack behind the K-Mrt
huf fi ng pai nt, when Donna Duncan Vi ck cones al ong. She gi ves
that man right there a place to stay. She provides hi mfood.
She provi des hi mcl ot hi ng.

According to M. Johnson in his argunent,

It was the best thing that ever happened to him This
wonan right here was a gravy train, to quote him for
Qegory Edward Wi ght.

She didn't expect anything in return for what
she did for this man. And how did this man repay her? He
brutally and savagely killed her.

And there was planning that went into this
offense. It wasn't a spur of the nonent situation. "Do you
want to doit?"

MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as bei ng outside the evi dence.

THE COURT:  COverrul ed.

The jury wll remenber the evidence as you heard

MR PASK: And it's clear as a bell. "Do you
want to do it?"

And then what about the offense? It's as
horrendous as you' || ever find.

MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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this as being i nproper argunent, the testinony by counsel .

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Note our exception.

MR. PASK: | guess it's not horrendous.

She was in her own bed asl eep when t hat man
right there cane and interrupted her. He matted her body,
straddling her, and it's a reasonabl e deducti on, based on the
evidence, that he tortured her with that knife puncturing her
time and time again.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the evidence. There's no evi dence of
t hat .

THE COURT: Al right. Again, overrul ed.

Ladi es and gentl enen, you wi || renenber the
evi dence as you heard it.

MR. PASK: And then he slit her throat. Can you
| magi ne the horror that was goi ng through her m nd? Can you
| magi ne the pain that she was feeling as the person who she
befri ended, who she took off the street, who she provi ded food
for, who she provided shelter for, tortured her and stabbed
her ?

What happened after the of fense? This nman was
so caught up in his desires, so caught up in his wants and
needs, he gathered up her property, went straight to the dope

house, and got his fix and gave hi s buddy a high-five

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653-5923
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VOLUME 51
afterwards. That's the nmark of this man right there.
You cone to the second special issue. "Taking
I nto consideration all the evidence, includingthe
ci rcunst ances of the of fense, the defendant's character and

background, and the personal noral culpability of the

defendant, is there a sufficient mtigating circunstance or

circunstances to warrant that a sentence of life inprisonnment,

rat her than a death sentence be i nposed. "

It allows you to take into consideration all of
the facts, the facts of the of fense, the defendant's past and
any mtigating evidence, andit's the ultimate question. I|f
you answer it no, the defendant receives the death penalty.

What is there about this offense that's
mtigating in any way? Is it these puncture marks on her
chin? Is it these cut marks? What is mtigating about this
of f ense?

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. PASK:  Absol utely nothi ng what soever is
mtigating.

You know, M ss Vick, she didn't have an easy

14

life. She was a troubled individual, but instead of obsessing

about her own troubl es, she reached out to other people. She

gave her tinme and her talent and her treasure to providing

214- 653- 5923
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sonet hing for sonebody el se; for hel pi ng out the honel ess;
provi di ng t hembl ankets; providing themfood; providing them
nmoney. And we know what this nman did back in March of this
year, 1997.

You know, Donna Duncan Vi ck had every right to
protect herself as she was being attacked. She fought hi moff
t he best that she coul d, but he hit her. He tortured her and
he slit her throat. She had her arns up like this and
sust ai ned stab wounds, cut wounds. She did everything that
she coul d, but she couldn't fight off this man's advances.

| f any one of you had been out there, you coul d
have protected her, if you could have.

MR. BRAUCHLE: W woul d object to this as being
| nproper ar gunent .

THE COURT: Al right. Sustained.

MR. BRAUCHLE: W'd ask that the jury be
Instructed to di sregard.

THE COURT: Ladi es and gentl enen, pl ease
di sregard the | ast coment.

MR. BRAUCHLE: And we'd further nove for a

mstrial.
THE COURT: Deni ed.

MR. PASK: |If sonebody el se was in the room at

that tinme, they coul d have done --

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once agai n, we woul d
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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renew our objection to this |line of argunent.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. PASK: |f sonebody el se was in that room
t hey coul d have done anything they could have to hel p her out.
She had an absolute right to protection.

Society, in general, has aright to protection,
to protection against this man right here. And t he best way
to protect society against that man right there is to give him
the ultinate sentence, because the evidence shows that the
answer to special issue nunber 1 is yes, and the answer to
speci al issue nunber 2 is no.

Thank you very nmuch for your time and attention.

THE COURT: M. Brauchl e?

MR. BRAUCHLE: My it please the Court.

M. Davis, M. Pask, M. Jordan.

| think I"'mgoing to be the |ast | awer to thank
y'all. Everybody el se has al ready thanked you before now, so
it's my turn. | do want to thank you.

| don't -- | don't want to thank you for the
situation that put nme here arguing at this tine in front of
you, but | want to sit here and talk to you. I'mnot going to
try and railroad you, stanpede you, or do anythi ng other than
try and reason with you and talk with you about sone issues
that | think that we have to think about at this point in
time.

DONNA HI LL- WYNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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You know, by your verdict, you all found that
M. Wight, acting al one, killed Mss Vick. You know, the
State wants to have it, this norning, both ways. They want to
say, Well, it's sone sort of conspiracy, but when y'all found
by your verdict, you found that M. Wight acted entirely by
hinself in killing Mss Vick, because there was no parties
charge, there was no acconplice charge. You all had to have
found that M. Wight did it and nobody el se.

And you know that out there that everything, as
M . Pask said, was going pretty well between M. Wight and
M ss Vick, and then the one day, the one day that M. Adans
canme into her life, these pictures here were produced.

But you found other than that. You found that
M. Wight didthis and M. Wight did it alone. And | don't
know why they're comng back to this, because it's outside the
evi dence and you didn't find this in your -- in your verdict.

But by your verdict, you' ve now brought upon
your sel ves a much nore inportant, and a nuch nore onerous
task, in that you now have to decide what to do with
M. Wight's life. And that, | would hope, is an inportant
and a wei ghty deci si on.

You know, at this point intime | feel kind of
| i ke a heart surgeon. You know, |'ve got sonebody's life in
ny hands, and certainly, whether y'all realize it or not,

you' ve got sonebody's life in your hands, and | need to tal k

DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RVR, CRR, RPR CSR 214-653-5923
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about that. And | also need to talk to you about sone ot her
things that 1'mgoing to get out of the way right now, and one
of those, or a couple of those, are in the Charge.

And | know that -- | don't think any of you that
we talked to on voir dire, we talked to you about the parole
| aw, and suddenly it pops up in the Charge, and it's over here
inthe latter part of the Charge, and when you read it, -- and
| know when t he Judge read i t, and when any of us read these
t hi ngs, they sound |i ke insurance contracts and nobody can
understand t hem but that's why we give themto you, to go
back and to sit in the jury roomand read.

But the inportant paragraph here boils down to
one thing and one thing al one: Under our parole | aw,
M. Wight is not inany way eligible for release fromprison
Is not inany way eligible for release fromprison until he
has served 40 cal endar years. Let's reach out and pull the
day off the calendar 365 tinmes 40, and it doesn't matter if
he's the prisoner of the week. Every one of those weeks, and
every one of those years, he's not goi ng anywhere for 40
years.

M. Wight, fromwhat you know, i s going to be
72 years ol d before they even open a file to consider himfor
any kind of parole. He's going to be 72 years ol d, and t hat
doesn't even nean he'll ever parole out of prison. But he's

not even going to be eligible, and they're not even going to
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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open a file, and they' re not even going to use the word
“parole"” in talking about M. Wight until he's a 72 year-old
man who has spent 40 cal endar years in prison.

And each one of y'all, when we talked to you,
said, Look, | realize the lawprefers alife sentence. And |
don't have any problemw th that. And | think al nost each one
of y'all said, Yes, | can see that | prefer alife sentenceto
t he death sentence, but if | thought it was appropriate,
coul d give that.

But now, then, you knowwhat a |life sentence i s,
and you know that in your considerations of finding if there's
a continuing threat to society, any threat, any threat isn't
going to cone into play until M. Wight is 72 years ol d, and
even then there's no guarantee he's ever going to be anywhere
ot her than the Texas Departnent of Corrections. The Texas
Department of Corrections.

And I'd submt to you, there's not a whole | ot
of people of any mnd-set that are 72 plus that constitute any

kind of threat to society, especially after doing 40 years in
the pen. If you're still alive then, you re not in any

physi cal shape to be a continuing threat to anybody.

And like | say, that -- there -- that's just --
you know, | don't think there are any parol e capital nurderers
out there, but you' ve got to consider that. You' ve got to

consi der that when you're -- when you' re naking your

DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923



9: 37A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

20

CLCBI NG ARAUMENTS BY MR, BRAUCHLE
DECEMBER 10, 1997

VCLUMVE 51
del i berati on.
Now, then, you know, you sit -- sit at hone and
you just think you're brilliant. You think you ve got all

t hese argunents down, and you think you know what you're
doing, and you wite stuff out and scribble it off and tear it
out and everything, and you do that a hundred ti nes, and | ast
ni ght, you know, | thought | was d arence Darrow. And, you
know, | get up here today and | feel |ike H nmer Fudd, but, you
know, you've got to consider certain things here, and I' mnot
going to talk to you a whol e | ot about special issue 2,
because | don't think you' re ever going to get to it because
of what I'mgoing to talk to you about on special issue 1,

but -- and let's just -- let's tal k about special issue 2.

You know, the State told you that sonehow, a | ot
of tinmes you can get things that mght relate to special issue
2 intheir part of the case.

And I'd submt to you that -- that here's a
couple of itens that cane into evidence. See, there's State's
Exhibit 47 and State's Exhibit 38, the Bible that says that
he's a good person and a good Christian, and we've got letters
froma famly that showthat they care and they | ove him and
those are things that you can consider in taking into
consi deration special issue 2.

And | think another thing that you need to -- to

think about is, | guess it was their third and fourth
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W t nesses, and that was M ss Parsons. And the ot her w t ness

was M. Col e. And what are they? They're peopl e that knew
Wight before this offense. Before this of fense.

And he -- he was dealing with those people on a
day-to-day basis just as you deal with your nei ghbors and the
peopl e that you cone in contact with. And, you know, they're
not -- he wasn't trying to get anything fromthem You know,
he wasn't charged with anything. There wasn't any guile or
any -- any type of whatever in their relationship. They were
peopl e that just cane in contact with himand knew hi mwhil e
he was out there honel ess, and while he was out there |iving
in the world before he becane -- before he becane charged with
the crine.

And what did they tell you? M ss Parsons says,
Look, I had himin ny honme. | had himin ny hone. He stayed
there. He fixed ny -- ny di shwasher, ny sliding-glass door.
He cooked. He shared noney. | thought, and | think her
direct words were, "I thought he was a wonderful person. |
t hought he was a wonderful person.™

And then what did we have that M. Col e, the man
fromthe Texaco station, what did he say? Look, he used to --
he used to stand out there holding his sign, but he woul d conme
over and he would help me. He would hel p nme cl ean up, clean
the rest room put ice in the machine. He was a drinking

buddy. He was a good person. He was a good per son.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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And those are people that knew him-- that knew
hi mwhen he |ived, you know, before he got any charges, before
he cane to court. He wasn't out there building up brownie
poi nts with those people. Those are the type of people that
know hi m

You know, and the State al ways says, wel |, you
know, who's down here to speak for hinf Wio's down here to
speak for Gegory Wight? And they always nake it sound |ike
Tom Landry shoul d cone through the door, or WA. CGiswell, or
Ross Perot, or one of the Bushes. M. Wight doesn't know any
of those people, and | don't think any of you all do either.

You know, who are you going to call if you were
trying to get character in front of the jury? You'd talk to
peopl e and bring people that knew you out in your
nei ghbor hood, knew you when you were -- before you were
charged with the crine.

Tom Landry doesn't rent out his -- his services
toconme to court. But, see, they -- they tal k about and they
try and trivialize people, no nmatter how they cone down here,
and no matter how they -- they appear. They always trivialize
t hat because they have a purpose in mnd, and that's to kill
M. Wight.

So no natter if, you know, no matter if somebody

that you mght recogni ze cane down here, it still wouldn't be

good enough.

DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RVR, CRR, RPR CSR 214- 653- 5923
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| f he brought George, where's Barbara, you know?
VW need nore than -- we need to always push the mark a little
higher. W need to al ways push the nmark a little higher.

And, you know, I'msorry that there's not nore,
but I'msaying that it's the type, and it's the quality of
peopl e that knew himbefore this took pl ace.

M . Pask said he deserves to di e. He deserves
todie, andif you think that, there's nothing | can say
that's going to dissuade you. |If you put your killing clothes
on today and you' re down here to kill sonebody, nothing | can
say, and the |l aw, is going to keep you fromdoing it.

But, you know, y'all took an oath, and | bet you
didn't even hear it, and it didn't seemvery consequential at
the tinme, but it says that you'll a true verdict render
according to the |l aw and the evidence. According to the | aw
and t he evi dence.

And I'lIl agree with M. Pask. These -- these
pi ctures, especially if you' ve never cone down here before,
they -- they -- I'msure the first tinme you saw them you were
horrified. They're not pretty. They're not pretty, |'l
concede that. But you know sonet hing? |I've never seen a
pretty murder. | have never seen one.

And you peopl e knew t hat we were tal ki ng about

nurder. You peopl e knew when we were voir diring you that you

could set your -- your enotions aside and that you coul d deal
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wth this case solely on the | aw. And we believed you t hen,

and, unfortunately, or fortunately, we have to believe you
now.

VW t hought that you were people of your word,
and that's why you're sitting here, and that's why I'mtal king
toyou. And | believe you are. | believe you are. Because
what we tal ked to you about, what we tal ked to you about were
these -- were these special issues and how they apply the
facts to the | aw. Ckay?

Let's gointo that some. Let's go into that
sone. You know, have you ever gone out and -- and bought a
car fromsonebody that was, well, just not show ng you all the
cards? Have you ever gone out and dealt with sonebody that
was, you know, kind of giving you a fast shuffle, or just
trying to get you somewhere that you didn't want to be?
Unfortunately for you all, | think -- | think that's sone of
what' s happened here t oday.

You know, let's go back to M. Pask's little
litany of 1988. 1988 was not a good year for M. Wight, I'll
concede t hat .

And 'l concede another thing: M. Wight wll
huff sone paint. If you want to kill himfor huffing paint,

j ust answer these questions the way you know how. |If you want
to kill himfor what happened out at Wendy's, just answer

t hose questions that way.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RWMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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But, you know, what were they show ng you? W
know - - we know t he wel cone mat isn't out for M. Wight at
Wendy' s, but what -- you know, let's get to the bottom of
that. Wat happened there? He's got a wife that worked at
Wendy' s, and he cones up there, and they're having narital
problens. And she calls the police, and the police cone and
he drives off and he goes on whatever this -- this circuitous
deal was, but sonehow ends right back up at Wendy's.

Now, you know, they nade it sound | i ke sonet hi ng
out of the Steve McQueen novie i n San Franci sco, but, you
know, he ends right back up at Wndy's and, you know, a | ot of
this stuff that they -- they remenbered yesterday, nine years
| ater, they didn't renenber back in "' 88.

You know, they left it out. Hey, we brought you
fromMenphis to kill this guy. Isn't there sonething better?
You know, can't you renenber sonething el se? Oh, yeah, well,
he tried to hit me with the car.

Well, youdidn't put that inthe report. R ght
there where -- right -- you know, mnutes after he tried to
run you down with the car, you didn't put it in the report.

W're trying to kill this guy. Can't you put
sonet hing better in there? Oh, yeah. Yeah. | renenber now.
| didn't put that in, but he tried to run ne down.

Are they being honest with you? They want you

totake alife, but are they show ng you all the facts?

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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1 What' s the next deal ? Wiat's the next deal ?

2 Well, he cones up there again to Wendy's. His wi fe, once

3 again, calls the cops and he gets arrested again. Is that a

4 continuing threat to society? Is that a crinminal act of

5 viol ence?

I's huffing paint a crimnal act of violence?

9:47A 71 What's the next thing they cone up with? The

next thing they conme up wwthis his wife calls the police
again. She calls the police again, and they cone out and then
10 we have the chase through the woods, or whatever. And once
11  agai n, once again we've got a chi pped t oot h, which we don't
12 renenber for nine years, and we' ve got a broken hand, which we
13 don't renenber for nine years, and we didn't put either of*

14 those in the report.

15 Hey, we're trying to kill this guy. Can't you
16 cone up with something better than that? Oh, yeah, | remenber
17 | chipped atooth. Oh, |I renenber ny hand still aches. It

18 still aches after all these years. N ne years. That's it.

19 That'sit.

20 And then we' ve got |eaving the crack house. Not
21 having dope. Not running a crack house. W don't even know

22 if it was a crack house. W don't -- you know, is that a

23 continuing threat to society because of crimnal acts of

24 violence? It's a nuisance. Sonething to arrest himfor, but

25 isit acrimnal act of violence?
DONNA HI LL- WWNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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Is leaving this courtrooma crimnal act of
viol ence? |Is |eaving anywhere?

I's huffing paint a crimnal act of violence?

Now, then, now, then, let's gototheir trunp
card. Let's gototheir trunp card. He rapes wonen.

M. Pask wouldn't get off of that. M. Pask wouldn't get off
of that. But, you know, sonmewhere between the rape kit and
the courtroom we figure out it ain't arape after all. It's
sone sort of assault. It's sone sort of an assault. And what
does it cone down to?

Now, then, are they playing fair with you? Are
they show ng you all the facts? This is in evidence, and you
can take this back and you can read it yoursel f. But when you
go over here, the man who got sent to the penitentiary, the
penitentiary, on January 25th of 1990, didn't, in fact, get
sent to the penitentiary after all.

The pl ace of confinenment is the | ocal work
house. He's sent sonewhere to work at a job. Not -- not a
prison. And what's he doing? He's on work rel ease, at that,
and then you get escape. Escape.

Hey, just the word conjures up Ji my Cagney
craw i ng through the sewer, and the search |ights, the guards
shooti ng, the bl ood hounds chasi ng hi mthrough t he swanps.

Hostages. It's enough to chill your bones. But let's | ook at

that. Let's |look at that. Hey, trust us. W're fromthe
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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State. W're hereto kill.

He escaped.

Wien you read the Indictrment for escape, which
was so heinous, it got himan additional year, but when you
read the Indictnent for escape, what does it say? Fromthe
Davi dson County Prerel ease Center. He wanders off fromwork
rel ease. He doesn't cone back fromwork one day. That's your
escape. That's your continuing threat to society. That's the
bl ood hounds chasi ng hi mdown and the bul | ets zingi ng over
thiswall.

It sounds pretty terrifying when you hear it
fromM . Pask, but when you go and you read it and you figure
out that he was never, in fact, sent to the penitentiary on
this deal, he processed out of the penitentiary, whichis
where these fingerprints and mug shots cane from but he
wasn't confined there, and you'll read the sentence that say
that he's never been to the penitentiary. And that -- that
was seven years ago.

Then there was a hiatus, a hiatus until what
brings us here. Until what brings us here. And I don't know,
| don't know what caused the behavior that night. | still
maintain that it wasn't M. Wight's behavior, but y'"all have
found otherwise. Y all have found ot herw se.

But, you know, you've got to | ook at this and

say, does he constitute a continuing threat to soci ety because
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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he's going to conmt crimnal acts of violence?

Now, you know, the State, intheir voir dire,
made prison sound |ike sone sort of fire drill. They tal ked
to you about threats to the warden, to the doctors, to the
nurses, andtothe visitors, as if TDC started yesterday and
they didn't exactly have the plan down yet; as if they just
put it in place yesterday, and they just hadn't figured out
how t o protect anybody, or howto control anybody.

They don't have it over the gate, but they ought
to have it over the gate at TDC where it states the threat
stops here. Threats ain't us. W knowhowto deal with
threats. @G ve us your worst, and we handl e them W don't
take anything of f anybody. You're in good hands wi th TDC.
You're not athreat to anybody. And if you think you are, we
know how to deal with you. W know how to deal with you.

And we're going to have G egory Wight for at
| east 40 years. And we know howto deal with him He's not
going to be a threat to anybody. And, you know, in a way, -
In away, what you didn't hear is a whole heck of a lot nore
| nportant than what you did hear. Wiat you didn't hear is a
whol e | ot nore than what you do hear.

D d anybody cone in here and raise their right
hand and say, |I'ma psychiatrist. |I've | ooked at his record.

|'ve examned everything that the State gave me. He's a

sociopath. He's going to be a continuing threat to society.
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You can bank onit. Tr ustv%eu.VEDSé you ever hear that? No.

(kay. How about -- how about the guards, or the
staff at the work house prerel ease center, wherever. They --
they had these records. They had t hese records. Do you thi nk
they didn't have discipline records?

O d anybody cone in here and say, |'mthe
supervi sor, the warden, whatever? I n Tennessee, he was a --
he was a bad prisoner. He was athreat. You let this guy
live, he's going to be a continuing threat to society. Od
anybody tell you that? Trust us. W're fromthe State.

VW' re heretokill.

You know, they brought -- they brought hal f the
State of Tennessee down here yesterday. O d they bring one
persontotell you-- totell you what he was |ike when he was
confined, what kind of problens he created or didn't create
when he was confined? D d you hear that fromanybody? GCoul d
you have? If it was there, you re damm right you coul d have.
But it wasn't there. And |'d submt to you, that screans as
loudly as any testinony in that regard.

Let's get alittle closer to hone. Dd they
bri ng anybody fromDal |l as Gounty Jail? He's been in jail for
nine nonths. M math's not any good, but, you know, it's from
March of last year. Dd they bring one person fromthe jail
tosay this guy is athreat to society because of what he's

doneinjail?
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You know, they don't -- sonebody explained it to
me a long tinme ago. Jails and prisons aren't in the business
of keeping records of when you cl ean your plate. The only
thing they put down i s when you break the rul es and when you
ness up. When you break the rul es and ness up. They don't
say that you picked an extra hundred pounds of cotton today
and you get a gold star. They don't care about that. But you
nmess up and you're a discipline problem they nmake a note of
it bigtine, because it's the only thing they care about, is
maki ng sure you're not a discipline problem that you' re not a
threat .

But I'll guarantee you, you didn't hear one peep
fromthe people that are | ess than 25 yards away over in the
jail about what a bad prisoner Gegory Wight was. Trust us.
W're fromthe State. We're here to kil l.

Now i f he was a bad prisoner in Dallas County
Jail, yeah, 1'd say he's going to be a continuing threat,
probably, but they -- they can't tell you that. There's
nobody anywhere that can tell you that.

You know, let's get closer to home. How about
the bailiffs? Dd they call anybody that's dealt w th hin?
Anybody.

There's not one soul that's hereto tell you
that he's a continuing threat to society because he's going to

commt crimnal acts of viol ence.
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And like | say, it's -- it's not huffing paint,
and it's not quarreling with your ex-wife. It's got to be a
threat because you're going to commt crimnal acts of
violence. And he's not coomtting crimnal acts of violence
when he's in confinenent.

There's no proof that he's ever going to do
that, or that he ever has, or that he ever will, and you can
only go by the evidence. This word right here, "fromthe
evi dence". And you've heard no evi dence. Zero. M nus
evidence. And it's not like we've got to bring the records
fromMar s

You know, we've got the State of Texas here.
They' ve got any -- they've got unlimted resources. If there
was one person out there at their disposal who could tell you
anything that says he's a continuing threat when he's in --
when he's in prison, he's a continuing threat when he's in
jail, he's going to be a continuing threat to-- if he's in
TDC, did they bring sonebody down here to -- hey, don't be
sendi ng hi mdown here. W can't handle him W can't handl e
hi m

You send hi mdown here for 40 plus years, he's
got to be coomtting crimnal acts of violence and he's goi ng
to be a continuing threat. There's nobody that said that and

there's nobody in the world that's going to.

The only people that can say that are you. And
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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nBrL Lo kill him because you want to kill him and you don't

4 think that he can be -- that he can be kept anywhere that he's
5 not going to be a continuing threat, and you know that's not

6 true. You knowthat's not true.

7 And it just doesn't work that way. It just

8 doesn't work that way.

10: 03A 9 You know, like | say, | -- I've triedto -- to
10 show you what | think the evidence shows, or the | ack of
11  evidence shows about one thing: Wether M. Wight thereis
12 going to be a continuing threat to society because he's going
13 tocommt -- commt crimnal acts of violence.
14 And | don't think -- in fact, I'mpositive that
15 the evidence isn't there. And that's your job to take a col d,
16 hard | ook at the evidence, or the |ack thereof.

10: 04A 17 And M. Davis gets the | ast word. The State
18 always gets the last word. And he's going to try and st anpede
19 you and get over you and stab the fl oor, and do all of those
20 things, andthat's fine.
21 But when you take the Charge and you go back to
22  the jury roomand you anal yze this issue right here, this
23 issueright here -- and you have to find this beyond a
24  reasonabl e doubt. You have to be able to act unhesitatingly

25 inyour nost serious of personal affairs. And, |adies and
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gentlemen, if this ain't serious, | don't know what you deal
wth. | don't knowwhat you deal withif this ain't serious.

But you have to be convi nced beyond a reasonabl e
doubt that those questions should be answered in the way the
State wants you to. And it ain't there, and I hope and pray
that you don't answer it there. Thank you very nuch.

THE COURT: M. Davis, you have 28 mnutes | eft.

MR. DAVIS: My it please the Court.

Well, ladies and gentlenen, | knowat this tine,
you' re probably happy to hear I'mthe | ast | awer that's going
totalk to you. Everybody hold their seats. No stanpede
comng here. |'mnot going to run at you.

| do want to thank you, though, again. | want
to thank you for two things. | want to thank you for the
careful consideration you gave the evidence in the first part
of this trial. You cane to a correct verdict then because you
did that.

| also want to thank you, | guess, in a way for
havi ng the courage for taking this long and very difficult
journey wth us, and this has been a very difficult case, |
know, to have to sit there and to have to see things and to
hear things that really no -- no human bei ngs ought to have to
see and hear. | nmean, these facts are horrible. They're

graphic. And | regret that you had to see and hear them But

It just so happened in this case the truth was a very ugly set
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RWMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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of facts. But it was necessary for ne to share those with
you.

Now, you know, it seens that the age nay change,
t he nanes may change and t he faces nay change, but it seens
| i ke sonme things never do change, do they?

You know, Monday, what did you hear? You heard
you can't trust the State of Texas. You know, we're being
unfair. W're hiding the ball. Sonmehow we're -- we're
m sl eading you by trying to inply that Gegory Wight actually
used that gold paint out there and that maybe he's huffed that
paint in the past. And | renmenber being severely criticized
for that on Monday. The first thing you hear the very next
day is what? This nman's been huffing paint for the | ast eight
or nine years, you know.

QOriticized severely for trying to inply that
maybe this guy's got a crack cocai ne probl em Again, what do
you hear? The very next day, back in 1985, Menphis, Texas --
Menphi s, Tennessee, I'msorry. Wiere's he comng out of while
he's on probati on? Oack house.

| mean, sone things never do change, do they?

So I'mnot surprised we're criticized and there's sone ball
that we're hiding today. | nean, thisis thereality that we
face. And unfortunately, something el se didn't change this
nor ni ng.

You know, it never seens that it's the
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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defendant's fault. You know, today it's not
QG egory Edward Wight's fault. You know, sonehow he's not to
blane. | renenber M. Brauchle, infact, saidto you, you' ve
br ought this upon yoursel ves, you twelve jurors. You know,
you brought that upon yourselves by rendering a true verdi ct
inthe first part of this phase.

Fol ks, don't feel one bit of guilt for having
done what's right. Don't you dare feel any guilt at all today
as you do the right thing once agai n. Make no m st ake about
it. There's only one person to blane here. There's only one
person who has his lifein his hands. He literally had it in
hi s hands, did he not, back there on March the 21st of 1997,
when he grabbed that butcher knife and he plunged it into the
heart and to the throat of Donna Duncan Vi ck.

He had his life in his hands, and at that tine
he said to you and to hinself that the |ife of Donna Duncan
Vi ck meant nore than anything at all. He wanted that crack
and he'd do anyt hi ng necessary. You fol ks are not to bl ane
for what he's done. You're not to blanme for his fate.

He has been the author of that fate now since
1988 i n Menphi s, through Nashville, through Dall as.

Everywhere he's been, he's been consistent, hasn't he?

M. Brauchl e asked you, wel |, thank goodness,

what do these things -- what do they showto you?

They ought to show you a coupl e things very,
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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very clearly. First of all, this personis consistent, isn't
he? Because again, in Menphis, Tennessee, what do you see out
of this man's hands, this hard-working man's handy nman? Oh,
hi s hands haven't been i dl e, have they? Because i n Menphi s,
Tennessee, what do we see very clearly? W see crimnal acts
of viol ence being practiced upon wonmen and upon t he peopl e who
are in authority.

MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, I'mgoing to object
to this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

Ladi es and gentl enen, you'll renenber the
evi dence as you heard i t.

MR. DAVIS: That's what we see. W see it
agai nst wonen and we see it against police officers.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, ['Ill renew ny
obj ecti on.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. DAVIS: W see it not once, but we see it
several tines. W see it against deputy sheriffs out there
trying to enforce the lawtrying to protect the people who
live in Shel by County. W see it agai nst peopl e, who he
presunmably | oves, there in Menphis, Tennessee.

Then he heads on down the road, doesn't he?

Let's take a ride east to Nashville, and what do we see? W

see a very consistent Gegory Edward Wi ght, don't we? Wat
DONNA HI LL- WNKOCOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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do we see agai n? W see violence out to the streets. W see
It agai nst the honel ess of Nashville. W see it with a knife.
Does that conjure up any thoughts in your m nd? A folding
knife? Blade opento the side? As Off. Gann gets up t here,
thankfully intinme to stop that fight before it progressed any
further. And then what el se do we see in Nashville? W see,
again, crimnal acts of violence practiced agai nst wonen.

This time, the victimhappened to be Vickie
Warnus. Thank God she lived to tell about it.

A consistent G egory Edward Wight is what it
shows us, and it shows you that this man not only wi I |, not
only is he capable of commtting crimnal acts of viol ence,
but he has on several occasi ons before he ever got to Dall as,
Texas. This has been his consistent pattern of behavior.

You know, | think in voir dire we nentioned
this: Wiat's the best predictor of the future? It's the
past. It's an ugly, violent past authored by one man: This
man here, Gegory Edward Wi ght, with his own hands, with his
own mnd, with his own will of desire. He's put you on
notice. He's not about to followthe rules that you and |
foll ow fol ks.

He has no regard for human life. He'll do
anything to you. He'll take you. He'll stab you. He'll kill

you, if necessary, if it's his desire, andit has beeninthe

past .
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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MR BRAUCHLE. Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the record.

THE COURT:  Overrul ed.

Agai n, | adi es and gentl enen, you'll renenber the
evi dence as you' ve heard it.

MR. DAVIS: And that's exactly what he's told
you about hinself through his acts since 1988.

Now t hat word "society", M. Brauchle nentioned
that. Folks, first of all, let ne remnd you, as you | ook at
that word "society", as we've told you on voir dire, you have
a very clear right not only to consider the people who may be
In aprison setting with this person, but you al so have the
right to consider all the rest of us.

You have that absolute right. And I'IIl tell you
what, this personis a threat to society as clearly as anyone
you' Il ever |ay your eyes on. Be you honel ess, be you fenal e,
be you mal e, it doesn't matter. He's an equal opportunity
predator. He'll con his way into your life, if necessary.

You know, he's a threat no natter who he cones up agai nst.
Wien we tal k about a prison setting,
M. Brauchl e told you about TDC and, you know, about their
mracul ous ability to control people. You know, that's got to
be cold confort today to the countless nen and wonen who have
been brutalized by other prisoners in that prison setting,

doesn't 1t?
DONNA H LL- WWNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT:  Overrul ed.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Note our exception.

MR. DAVIS: Make no m stake about it. That's a
pl ace full of violent people. It's a dangerous pl ace, and
it's aviolent pl ace.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once agai n, we woul d
object to this as being outside the evidence.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR DAVIS. You see, that's -- you're entitled
toseethe full picture, if youwll.

You know, and as you |l ook at this person here
and you think about the authority figures that he's going to
have to deal with down there in that prison setting, what's
been his attitude al ways through the past toward those
authority figures? It doesn't take a | ot of inagination here,
does it?

When you t hink about the officers who have had
to chase hi mdown; the officers that have been struck in the
face by this man; the officers that have been kicked by this
man; the officers who have given himrepeated i nstructions to
do things, todrop the knife, drop that weapon; who have j ust
had to sit there and literally wonder, is he ever going to

foll owny command; and to those officers who had to | ook him

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653-5923
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1 down as he grabbed for that clawhammer, nake no m st ake about

2 it, whoever he encountered, whether they be people |ike you

3 and |, or authority figures, they're at risk as long as this

4 person's alive. Thisis thereality of Gegory Edward Wi ght.
10: 15A 5 Ther e shoul d be no question what soever on
6 question nunber 1, beyond any reasonabl e doubt, beyond any
7 shadow of a doubt, this man, by his own actions, in DeSoto,
8 Texas, and throughout the past has shown you, he's clearly a
9 threat to society, no nmatter where he i s. The answer i s yes
10 there. And don't, don't give himwhat he wants, whichis a no
11  answer.
12 You know, M ss Vick didn't have a choi ce. You
13 know, when she said no out there in DeSoto, she had no choice
14 but togive up her life. Don't give this man what he wants
15 today. Don't do that. You don't have to do that.
16 And let's | ook at question nunber 2, and | can

17 understand why M. Brauchle didn't want to spend a | ot of tine

18  on question nunber 2.

19 He says to you, let's look at State's

20 Exhibit 47, and let's, you know, let's -- let's | ook at the
21 Bible here. You know, let's -- let's -- first of all, let's
22 make clear what this descriptionis. | believe there was a

23  msstatenent to you just a few nonents ago.
10: 17A 24 It doesn't say "To Gegory Wight, a good person

25 and Christian."
DONNA H LL- WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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Read it clearly. It says, "Presented to G egory
E. Wight on the 23rd day of January, 1997, by -- by a good
person and Christian."

You know, that inscription, together with this
| etter, which appear to be froma rel ative, a nother, a
grandnot her from Tennessee or Kentucky, | want to show you
anot her t hi ng.

There have been people inthis man's life
besi des Donna Duncan Vi ck who have reached out to him who
have attenpted to | ove him cared for hi m hel ped hi m shown
hi mas much conpassi on and Christian | ove as possi bl e. But
what's been the result? The death of Donna Duncan Vi ck.

He's a man, really, w thout excuses, isn't he?
| mean, can you say, you know, this poor fellow s never had an
opportunity? No one's ever |loved him He was just out there
by hinself. He was |ike an island anong nmen. Absol utely not.
| mean, you |l ook at that guy right here. Look at him No
excuses what soever, because he's known human ki ndness. He's
known conpassi on and hel p and assi st ance.

MR, BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as going to the defense's failure to testify.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Note our exception.

MR. DAVIS: You're |looking at a fellowright

here who's got absol utely no excuse for why he's sitting in
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RWMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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that chair today.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once again we'd renew
our same objection.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. DAVIS. He says to you, you know, Donal d
Col e thought he was a pretty good fell ow out there when he was
going to drink with himat the bar. You know, I'll submt to
you that it's a reasonabl e deduction fromthe evi dence t hat
Donna Duncan M ck thought he was a pretty good fell ow, too,
bef ore she got butchered by hi mthat night.

M. Brauchl e tal ks about TomLandry. Listen,
I"'mnot asking for TomLandry, or whoever, you know, nay be
down here, but is it pushing the limts just -- just really a
| ong ways, | adies and gentlenen, to ask the question, you
know, this man who supposedly can be redeened sonehow? Is it
pushing the limt to ask, you know, where is that one
nei ghbor? You know, where is that one mnister?

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we're going to object
tothis as being inproper inthat it goes to the defendant's
failure to testify or to present evidence.

THE COURT: Al right. Overruled.

MR. BRAUCHLE: May we have a conti nui ng
obj ecti on?

THE COURT:  You nay.

MR DAVIS: Were is that one mnister? Were
DONNA HI LL- WWNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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I's that one famly nmenber who can say that this nan's even
capabl e of being redeened? Wiere is that person from Menphi s,
or Nashville, or Dallas? Wiere is that person?

Wien you | ook at question nunber 2, M. Pask is
right. There's absolutely nothing about this offense that's
mtigating in any way. There's absolutely nothing in the
evi dence concerning this man's character and background, or
personal noral culpability that's mtigating in any fashion
what soever. You know, if mtigation were water that coul d be
dunped out on this courtroomfloor, I'mhere to tell you right
now, this floor is bone dry. There ain't no mtigation here.
Absol utel y none.

And, you know, Donna Duncan Vi ck, she's ki nd of
the forgotten person here, isn't she. You have to spend a | ot
of time, unfortunately, talking about the |ikes of
Qegory Edward Wi ght.

Donna Duncan Vi ck, | want you to renenber one
thing: You know, she was ours, once. You know, she was our
nei ghbor. She was our hel pi ng hand. She was t hat good
Samaritan who woul d go out there on the cold holiday to help
our nei ghbors. She was our daughter. She was our not her.

And she was our grandnother. She was all of those things.

You know, she was that person who woul d go out

there and selflessly bring light into darkness. She was that

person who woul d bring |l ove to the unl oved. You know, she was

DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RVR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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anong the very best in our community, and we're going to m ss
her forever. And all of our lives are going to be di mnished
because this individual right over here on March the 21st,
deci ded he'd be the judge, jury, and executioner of Donna
Duncan Vi ck.

You know, you tal k about nercy for
Qegory Edward Wight in regards to the horrible acts that
he's coormtted. Just think to yourself, what crine did Donna
Duncan Vick conmt out there besides giving Christian nercy
and conpassion to this undeserving person right here. And for
that crinme, he declared that to be a death-penalty of f ense,
and he carried out the execution of that offense speedily and
cruelly and brutally upon a totally innocent and hel pl ess
wonan. And that's why we've | ost her. Forever.

I'mgoing to ask you when you go back in there
for afewmnutes to renenber that, and to very clearly, by
your answers to these questions of yes and no, you send a
signal to people -- first of all, to this person over here.
You send a very clear signal to him You send a cl ear signal
to others like him

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, we woul d object to
this as being i nproper.

THE COURT: Overrul ed.

MR. DAVIS: You know, send a signal to himand

others like him If you cone into this county and you
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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defensel ess, and if you brutally take their |ives, you're
going to pay the ultinmate price here in this county. That's
going to be the reality here.

You know, like | said, you know, we've had to --
we've really had to take this horrible journey, and in a way
It's been sort of |ike a marathon race for sone of us who have
been there a long tine.

You know, in the beginning, the DeSoto Police
and the Dallas Sheriff's Ofice, they did what they can do.
They ran their | aps. They handed the baton to us. W' ve
taken it. W'verun withit as far as we can run with it
here. But we're not allowed to cross the finishline. Only
you can do that. And in just a few nonments, |I'mgoing to hand
that off to you, and I'mgoing to ask you to do just that.

I'mgoing to ask you to recall the comm tnent
that you made to us: That i s, that you would a true verdi ct
render inthis case, and if the facts and t he evi dence present
It to you for such that answer 1 and 2 shoul d be answered yes
and no, that not only could you do that, but you woul d do
t hat .

And now on behal f of those who have spoken to
you, on behal f of those who can no | onger speak, I'mgoing to
ask you to do exactly that. So now a true verdict render.

I'"'mgoing to ask you to answer question nunber 1 yes, question
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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nunber 2 no, because that's what the truth demands in this

case.

May God be with you.

THE COURT: M ss Biggerstaff?

(Jury retired to deliberate its verdict.)

(Jury not present.)

THE COURT: Al right. Let the record reflect
we're outside the presence of the jury.

The Court's received three notes fromthe jury.
Note one i s: Could we have a pitcher of ice water, please.
And the bailiffs have provided thema pitcher of ice water.

The second note i s, they would |ike the
follow ng evidence: "The picture of Donna with dog; nunber 2,
t he Bi bl e; nunber 3, the card; nunber 4, the prison packet,
whi ch was State's Exhi bit Nunber 90.

Any objection to those being provided to the
jury, M. Pask?

MR. PASK: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: M. Johnson?

MR, JOHNSON:  No obj ecti on.

THE COURT: Any objection to the bailiff sinply
taking those into the jury?

MR, JOHNSON:  No obj ecti on.

THE COURT: kay. M. Pask?

MR. PASK: No.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-59
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THE COURT: Al right. The third note is they
want the | arge board with two questions, which was the -- in
ny opi nion, was the denonstrative board with the two issues
t hat was used during argunment by both sides for the jury.
That board is not in evidence, and the questions that they
have are contained i n the Charge.

MR. BRAUCHLE: Well, neither M. Pask nor |
object to that being provided with them It"'s obvious that
t hose questions are in the Charge, but if it would nmake their
del i berati ons easi er one way or another, and neither side
objecting, | can't see any harm

THE COURT: Al right. Of the record.

(O f-the-record bench conference was had.)

THE COURT: Al right. Back on the record.
Still outside the presence of the jury.

In regards to note nunber 3, the | arge board
wth the two questions, it is the request of the defense,
M. Johnson, that the Court send that board in to the jury?

MR, JOHNSON W have no objections to sending
that to t hem

THE COURT: Al right. So you want that sent in
to them

MR, JOHNSON  Yes. W request that it be given

to them

THE COURT: Al right. And, M. Pask, is the
DONNA H LL- WNKOCP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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State in agreenent that that should be sent to the jury?

MR. PASK: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al right. M. Wight, you
understand that the board we're tal king about was the board
used during the closing argunment which contained the two
special issues. The jury has requested that. Your attorneys
have requested that. The State's in agreenent.

Is the -- is your attorneys' actions approved by
you?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, it is, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That is, infact, the way you want
this note to be handl ed; is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: That is correct.

THE COURT: Al right. Back off the record,
Donna.

(O f-the-record bench conference was had.)

(Jury not present.)

THE COURT: Bot h si des having had a chance to
reviewthe front and back of the board, M. Johnson, is it
still your request to send thisinto the jury?

MR JOHNSON  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al right. M. Pask, isit still
your request?

MR PASK: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al right.
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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(Recess taken.)

(Gourt reconvened; jury not present)

THE COURT: State ready?

MR DAVIS. W' re ready.

THE COURT: M. Johnson for the defense?

MR JOHNSON W' re ready, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Jan?

(Jury panel present.)

THE COURT: Al right. You nmay be seated.

Ladi es and gentl enen of the jury, | have
recei ved the Court's Charge back fromyou, it having been
filled out by the jury.

In regards to special issue nunber one: "Do you
find fromthe evidence beyond a reasonabl e doubt that there's
a probability that the defendant would commt crimnal acts of
vi ol ence that would constitute a continuing threat to
soci ety?" Your answer i s yes.

I s that your answer, M ss Barnes?

THE FOREPERSON  Yes, sir, it is.

THE COURT: And is that the answer of each and
every juror? I f so, please raise your right hand.

Al right. Let the record reflect that al
twelve jurors raised their right hand.

In regards to issue nunber 2: "Do you find that

taking into consideration all of the evidence, including the

DONNA HI LL- WNKOCP, RVMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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ci rcunstances of the of fense, the defendant's character and
background, personal noral cul pability of the defendant there
Is asufficient mtigating circunstance or circunstances to
warrant a life sentence be i nposed?" The answer you've signed
I S no.

I's that your answer, M ss Barnes?

THE FOREPERSON  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And is that the answer of every
juror? |If so, please raise your right hand at this tine.

Al right. Let the record reflect that all
twelve jurors have raised their right hand.

It's ny duty nowto sentence you, M. Wight.

The jury having found you guilty of the offense
of capital nmurder, and having returned an affirmative finding
tothe first special issue, and a negative finding to the
second i ssue, it is the duty of the Court to asses your
puni shnent at deat h.

I's there any reason under the | aw why you shoul d
not be sentenced at this tine?

MR JOHNSON  No | egal reason, Judge.

THE COURT: That being the situation, it is the
order, judgnent, decree of the Court that you be taken by the

sheriff of Dallas County and by himsafely held until you may
be transferred to an authorized receiving agent of the

Institutional D vision of the Texas Departnent of i m nal
DONNA HI LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923
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Justi ce.

You shall be confined in said Institutional
D vision in accordance with the | anws governing said
Institutional Dvision until such a day to be determned by
this Court at sonetine after the hour of 6:00 p.m in a room
arranged for the purpose of execution; the said director
acting by and t hrough t he executioner, designated by the
director, provided by | aw, i s conmanded, ordered and directed
by this Court to carry out the sentence of death by
I ntravenous injection of a substance or substances in a | ethal
quantity sufficient to cause your death and until you are
dead.

You are hereby renmanded to the Dallas County
Sheriff until the directions of this Court can be carried out.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | at this tinme discharge
you of your duty as jurors.

| appreciate the tinme, attention and
consi deration you' ve placed in this case. Believe me, | think
we all understand the great duty which you had, and we
appreciate it.

M ss Biggerstaff?

(Court and jury recessed.)

(End of proceedings.)
DONNA H LL- WNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214- 653- 5923



(2 TN 6 ) IR SN ¢S B |

\‘

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

53

CLOSI NG ARGUMENTS BY MR. DAVI S
DECEMBER 10, 1997
VOLUME 51

(Court's Exhibits wll be found i n Vol unes 52,
State's X Exhibits found i n Vol unes 53 & 54,
State's Exhibits found i n Vol une 55, and Def ense

Exhi bits found in Vol une 56.)
(Mary Snider reporter a hearing held after

the trial was conpleted, and will be found in

Vol une 57.)
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